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Wood Still Leading the Way in Sustainable Building

Numerous Examples Demonstrate Wood’s Green Credentials

(Honolulu, Hawaii), September 7, 2010 – A world-wide trend towards environmentally friendly building is gaining popularity each year as more and more consumers are warming to the idea of green homes. Although there is a vast amount of green building materials to choose from, no other commodity can compete with the sustainable benefits of wood. There are a number of both residential homes and commercial buildings around the world that can showcase wood’s various uses for sustainability. With wood, there are opportunities to reduce the immense environmental impact of building and operating homes through construction and building design. However, in order to initially be considered sustainable, wood must be certified and acquired through forestry and harvesting practices that ensure the long-term health and diversity of forests.

Sustainable forestry practices, or certification systems, are the management of forest resources to meet the needs of today without compromising the needs of future generations. There are more than 50 different forest certification systems in the world today that represent nearly 700 million acres of forestland. Additionally,  there are 15,000 companies involved in producing and marketing certified wood products. In North America, the two major certification systems are the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). After certification, the wood continues to promote sustainability as it uses less energy to produce.

-- continued –

Natural wood uses less energy and produces less air and water pollution than other major manufactured building materials. Wood is a material that can be used instantly and only needs a few preparatory treatments. It’s manufactured in the forest and only needs to be shaped and sawed into the correct sizes. Also, with continuous technological advancements, engineered wood systems can maximize the use of the material to reduce the use of resources. With construction and design, these wood products can come together to create a sustainable home or commercial building.

There are various and innovative examples around the world that can showcase the use of sustainable wood. A few examples include Hillside House in Mill Valley, California and the venues for the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Canada. Hillside House is a four-story home clad with sustainable western red cedar siding. The venues for the 2010 Winter Olympics were made with various types of sustainable wood from the forests of British Columbia, including spruce-pin-fur and douglas-fir glulam for the Richmond Olympic Oval, douglas-fir glulam beams for the Trout Lake Ice Rink and western red cedar for the BC Hydro Home of the Future.

Over the past decade, the concept of green building has entered the mainstream and the public has become increasingly aware of the potential environmental benefits of this alternative to conventional construction. A trend towards environmentally and climate-friendly building is becoming apparent in the construction industry world-wide and will continue to grow in the future. With sustainable qualities from production through construction, wood is undoubtedly leading the way in this green trend.
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