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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Hawaii Lumber Products Association newsletter, Hawaii Lumber News! We 
are excited to be able to offer this educational piece and hope that in reading it you will learn something new about 
wood or its uses in building and construction. 

We also hope that if you wish to know more about anything in the newsletter that you will visit us on our Web site 
at www.hawaiilumber.com. The HLPA Web site includes many convenient direct links to building and wood industry 
groups and information.

I would like to mention a rather new Internet resource, WoodWorks, for wood 
uses in construction. The Web site is www.woodworks.org . Among the many 
resources available at woodworks.org, the site includes information on free 
education and training opportunities, architectural and engineering technical 
support for various building issues and a design showcase of new ideas for 
innovation in wood products.

We will be publishing our newsletter a few times annually and hope that you will 
receive and enjoy each one over the years.

(Honolulu, Hawaii), January 16, 2008 – Some days when driving around Hawaii it may seem that with the sheer 
number of people living on our islands, that every possible housing option has already been explored. We have 
condos, planned communities, decades-old family homes and high-rise apartments.  What could a new home-
builder possible do to make their home stand apart and add something new to the landscape? One simple solution, 
as suggested by the Hawaii Lumber Products Association (HLPA) is to consider building a new home with specialty 
woods.

Specialty wood is lumber processed from tree species other than the traditional softwoods and such as pine, cedar, 
hemlock, fir or spruce. Specialty wood includes hundreds of tree species as well-known as oak, walnut and cherry, 
or as exotic as Italian olive, ebony, chestnut, ipe or local favorite, koa.

“In addition, sometimes the term specialty wood is used to denote an unusual use of common wood such as a very 
large Douglas fir beam or the aromatic cedar that is used in cedar chests or closets,” said Hardware Hawaii’s Larry 
Lanning, a HLPA member. “While many people choose to use Douglas fir or cedar in constructing their home, in 

these types of special cases, their use is not something we see everyday and 
it certainly adds to the charm and originality of the home.”

Specialty wood comes in a variety of colors and grains, guaranteeing the 
unique nature of each home-buyer’s selection. Most specialty woods are 
used for flooring, paneling, molding, cabinets, furniture and other interior 
uses. Particularly valued for their decorative traits and the excellent wear 
value intrinsic in a hardwood, specialty woods are rarely seen in a framing 
capacity, except for the occasional home where the builders have selected 
exposed overhead beams, for example.

President’s Corner 
HLPA President: Hap Person, President, Honolulu Wood Treating Co., Ltd.

Specialty Woods Add Unique Aspect to Home Building 
Hawaii Lumber Products Association Recommend Specialty Woods as an

Excellent Way to Personalize a Home and Increase Re-sale Value

Learn all about wood online at www.HawaiiLumber.com

One acre of average 
sized trees creates 

enough oxygen yearly 
to sustain 18 people



Popular uses of specialty wood can be seen through demonstration of 
two favorite specialty woods. Brazillian Ipe wood is so dense that it 
actually sinks in water.  The advantage of this fact is that termites can 
not eat Ipe, it weathers incredibly well, and with a simple oil coating, 
Ipe’s beautiful rich brown color makes for a amazing decking and 

flooring that is sure to last for years. More commonly known, Oak is home favorite for flooring, and 
cabinetry providing the durability and beauty that many homes seek.

Homes with interior accents made of specialty wood are also a good bet to keep or improve on their re-sale value. 
The one-of-a-kind originality that comes from selecting a specialty wood will transfer when the decision to sell is 
made. As can be expected, woods used in home construction are known to last for generations and have a homey 
feel and appeal that is endearing to many home buyers.

“Specialty woods, especially here in Hawaii, 
can be a really interesting way to showcase 
our culture and appreciation of the land 
through use of native species, like koa,” said 
HLPA President Hap Person.

One important thing to keep in mind when 
selecting your specialty wood is the decision 
to use a softwood versus a hardwood. 
Softwoods traditionally retain less moisture 
than hardwood and are therefore a more 
popular choice in building. By working with 
the site home designer or builder, home-buyers 
can select the best specialty wood for their 
home. A California redwood is an example of 
specialty wood than is also a softwood and a 
prime choice for framing. 
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One acre of full-grown medium-sized trees removes approximately 6 tons of pollution from the air each yearVisit us at www.HawaiiLumber.com
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BEAUTY: Nature’s Beauty Exposed in Diverse Architectural Designs

COMFORT: Natural Resistance of Sun Heat Transfer Into Your Home

QUIET: Natural Resistance of Sound Transfer Into Your Home

DURABLE: Natural Resistance to Hawaii’s Corrosive Weather Environment

SAFE: National and State Treatment Standards Assure Safe Home Protection

Hawaiian Style Homes,
Showcase wood’s durability and architectural beauty
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WOOD: BUILT TO LAST

Approximately 1,182 
different species of trees can 
be found in the United States



Wood products make up 47 percent of all industrial •	
raw material manufactured in the United States, yet 
consume only 4 percent of the energy needed to 
manufacture these industrial materials

The world’s largest tree by volume is the General •	
Sherman sequoia, in Sequoia National Park, 
California. At 2.7 million pounds, 120 feet tall and 
with a trunk diameter of over 17 feet, the General 
Sherman would yield 600,000 board feet of lumber

Lignin is the substance found in wood that helps •	
determine how hard the wood will be. The more 
Lignin present, the harder the wood and vice versa, 
the less present, the softer the wood.

Since the early 1940’s, the United States has been •	
planting more trees than it harvests and today, there 
are far more trees than there were in the 1920’s, 
despite a 143% increase in population

Wood Facts

Valuable Links
www.hawaiilumber.com www.beconstructive.com www.durable-wood.com awpa.com woodworks.org

(Honolulu, Hawaii), January 9, 2008 – The Hawaii Lumber Products Association (HLPA) will present a two-day wood 
design seminar on Tuesday and Wednesday April 15 and 16, 2008, for engineers, architects, contractors and 
others involved in wood construction at the Ala Moana Hotel in Honolulu.  The course, designed by the American 
Wood Council, will be presented by Robert Taylor and Jim Bowman. Participants who complete the course will 
receive professional credits.

The first day’s seminar will cover topics such as, design standards for wood-frame construction at any scale, 
allowable stress design methodology of the national design specs for wood construction and new developments, 
and provisions for the 2005 NDS (R) for wood construction and the wood frame construction manual 2001 national 
edition and how to apply them.

On the second day participants will learn to become familiar with provisions of the WFCM and the Commentary to 
the WFCM, how to design a 2-story house for seismic and wind loading by a design demonstration and through the 
WFCM workbook gain the ability to execute similar deigns.

“We are pleased to be able to host this seminar for the industry professionals here in Hawaii who can benefit from 
additional knowledge of building with wood,” said Hap Person, President of HLPA. “As Hawaii continues to grow 
and the need to build new or replace older structures escalates we feel this course should help the building and 
construction industry to stay on top of current trends and technologies that are available. ”

Dr. Robert Taylor is a PhD holder and the current Director of Technology Transfer at AF&PA. Previously he was the 
Professor of Structures at Montana State University and is an award-winning speaker and educator on the topic 
of wood design. His colleague in conducting the Wood Design Seminar, Jim Bowman is the current Northwest 
Regional Manager of the American Forest and Paper Association. 
In the past he has also served as a building official, inspector, plan 
reviewer and a building code consultant.

For more information or to obtain registration materials, please 
contact the Hawaii Lumber Products Association at 808.541.WOOD 
(9663) or visit www.hawaiilumber.com

Hawaii Lumber Products Association Presents a 
Professional Development Class for Industry Tradesmen 

Two-day April Class Titled “Wood Design Seminar” 

Wood is recyclable, 
biodegradable and durable—

sometimes lasting for centuries. 
When it is no longer needed, it 

can be returned to the earth


